RELATIONS WITH GERMANY              319
permitted by Poland under an agreement to do so, but the act
in the strained circumstances of the two countries was none the
less provocative. Poland took his flight very seriously in that sense;
it was like the throwing down of a gauge of battle. In any case
Pilsudski had determined that the Westerplatte must be defended
against attack, and early in the morning of March 6 the Wilja,
a Polish military transport, landed 120 men at Westerplatte to
reinforce the guard. At the same time Papee informed Rosting,
the League's High Commissioner, of what had been done, and
the reasons which compelled the Polish Government to pursue
this course. He stated that the reinforcement of the guard was,
however, a provisional measure, and none of the new troops
would be permitted to go into the territory of the Free City.
On the same day Resting told Papee that the reinforcement must
be withdrawn, as its presence there was not authorized by the
League, but the troops were not withdrawn; on March 7 Rosting
referred the matter to Geneva, and at Papee's request also reported
what the Danzig Government had done in the matter of the police.
As all Europe was in a highly nervous state, the Westerplatte
Affair attracted enormous interest and caused not a little appre-
hension. It created more excitement than the Cruiser Affair
of the previous year and more alarm, because of Hitler, whose
power was growing, as was proved by the elections for the Reich-
stag on March 5, when the Nazis and Nationalists secured about
52 per cent of the total popular vote of more than 39 millions,
an unprecedented victory, with a proportionate number of seats
in the Reichstag itself* While some people questioned the length
of his hold on office, nearly everybody agreed that he was a present
danger to peace. The League had another fit of nervousness,
but unexpectedly experienced no real difficulty in effecting
a settlement of the Westerplatte episode on a basis of compromise.
The matter was decided at a meeting of the Council of the League
at Geneva on March 14, at which were present Ziehm, the head
of the Danzig Government, Rosting, and Beck. The rapporteur
was Simon, the British Foreign Secretary, and ha had his repoit
ready, but it was not necessary to read it. At the begmnmg ef.
the proceeding, lie said that he understood Bed: \sdsfaed j